All who regard the progress of medicine with an intelligent and friendly eye, must have witnessed with sincere gratification the prodigious advance that has taken place in recent times in microscopical anatomy and in physiological chemistry. That the inquiries into these subjects which have been so ardently pursued, are steps in the right direction we most willingly admit. But we cannot help thinking that the zeal with which these fascinating subjects have been prosecuted, has led us too much to regard them as an end, and in some measure to lose sight of the great truth, that in our character of physicians the ultimate object which we should never lose sight of in any of our investigations, ought to be the extension and improvement of the resources of medicine as a practical art, which has in view the relief of human suffering and the prolongation of human life. It is scarcely possible to deny that some years ago this tendency was discoverable in certain departments of medical literature to such an extent, that it seemed as if medicine were cultivated much more with reference to its biological relations than for any practical results. The evils of such views were neither few nor small. Nor were they confined altogether to the ranks of the profession ; they had an influence on the general public anything but favourable to the credit and position of medical men.
How this came to pass it might, we think, neither be useless to inquire, nor difficult to explain. At present, however, we content ourselves with merely adverting to the subject, and congratulating ourselves that a more 'sedate and healthy tone of medical investigation is again asserting itself?a fact, of which the appearance of such works as Dr. Begbie's and Dr. Gairdner's affords most agreeable and satisfactory evidence. We take leave of Dr. Gairdner and also of Dr. Begbie, by expressing our sincere hope that we may soon meet either or both in the field of medical literature, in the cultivation of which they are so highly qualified to distinguish themselves.
